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Lowe]L

Fra nk

0c t ober l. ' 1987

P. Braxton, Program Admini st ra tor

J. Filas, Reclamation Engineer

Br son lt4 Patented Tar Sanci Clairns DoE/019 /O20
/ and M/019/OLA, Gran a

At the curlent time, w€ have three separate files on the

above referenced tar sands mine. These files ale summarized below:

File Summaries

I. DOE/OI9/O?O A Declaration of Exemption (OOf) was

gi.nt"O to Mr. T. J. Murphy (lessee) on January 14'
1982.

2.M/019/oI4Fina].approvalwasgivenfolalT-acre
Mine and Reclamation Plan to Mr' T' J' Nurphy on r --
August 3o, 1982. The original reclamation surety (an

escrovr t..ornij was replaied by a $65'000 bond in
March IgBS Oy-6ig Horn 0i1 Corporation. (sublessee)'
iji;-H";;-oir'corIoration defaulted on the ]ease
.gi"t*.nt in I984. The reclamation bond remained in
eifect (because it was not cancelaOte) until November

lgS5,whentheinsurancecompanywentlntoliquidation.

'3.D0E/olg/ozsByronMerrellacquired!|"Brvsonl|4
rease in 1e8;."'i;; 'ji;i;i;"-s;;;iio nim a beclaration
of Exemption- orr .:une- rr , 1985-with the understanding
thathewould-.u"ntuallyfileamineplanoradoptthe
existing mine pfi" (M/Oig/AI4). This vras never done.

Apprai sal

The Division should not have granted Mr ' Merrell exetTrption

status in 1985. The correct procedure should have been to transfer
the existing permit tc Mr: lleirell and reqyire-that he post a

reclamation bond. There is no fair or equitable *?Y.that the

Division can assign eventua] reclamation responsibility for this
mine site at this time.
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Memoradum
DoE/019 /20,
0ctober I,

Lowell P. Braxton
DOE/OIg /28, M/019 /Ol4

1987

Recommenoation

The mine site
attachecl field report)
acres f or l.ir. Murphy I s
exemption. I recommencl
exemptions and the the

I247R/ 86-87

encompasses five acres of disturbance (see
which if divided in two would glve you 2.5
exemption and 2.5 acres for Mr. Merrellrs
that the Division treat the site as two

case be closed under flle number l4/OL9/8I4.


